
            

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 John Browne,  Lisdara, Oakpark.   
 Donie Dee, Boherbee and New York.  
 Honor O’Connor née Flynn,  Westcourt, 

Caherslee and Clonmore Road. 
 Paul Doyle, Alderwood Road, and George’s 

Quay, Cork.    
 Mary Nallen née Carty, Banagher, Co. 

Offaly,  Portumna and Our Lady of Fatima 
Home, Tralee. 

 Mary Ryle, née Bradford Knockanish West, 
The Spa.    

 Margaret Griffin, Railway 
Terrace.  Reposing at Hogan’s 
Funeral Home on Tuesday 
from 6pm to 8pm. Funeral 
Mass in St. John’s Church on 
Wednesday at 10am followed 
by burial in Camp Cemetery.     

who died recently  and  all those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time 

RECENT BAPTISMS:   
With great joy  we welcome:   
Conway Wallace  
AJ Kerins  

into our Christian Community. 

St. John’s Parish, Tralee 
25th December 2023        

The Nativity of Our Lord 
 

EMERGENCY CALLS: Friday, Saturday & Sunday, will be covered by the priests of  
the Pastoral Area   (St. John’s, St. Brendan’s, Spa/Fenit). The priest on duty can be  

contacted on  087 2069656.  Priest on duty this weekend:  Fr. Mark Moriarty 
 

Office hours for the coming week:  
Thursday to Saturday from 9.15am to 1.00pm and 2.00pm to 4.45pm  

Telephone 066 7122522        E-mail office@stjohns.ie          
Website: www.stjohns.ie      Find us on Facebook:  @StJohnsTralee  

 
 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS IN THE DIOCESE OF KERRY:   
 DESIGNATED LIAISON PERSON:  087 6362780  

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Mass Times for the coming week  

St. John’s Church:  Tuesday to Friday: 10.00am and 6.10pm 
Saturday:  10.00am and 6.10pm 
Sunday: 9.00am (as Gaeilge), 10.30am and 12 noon.  

The Church of the Immaculate Conception:   
           Saturday: 7.00pm, Sunday: 10.00am.    
St. Brendan’s, Curraheen:  Saturday: 7.30pm, Sunday: 11.00am.  
Confessions:  are heard each Saturday,  from 12 noon to 1pm in  St. John’s Church.  

In the event of a funeral they will be heard in the Parish Centre.  
 

ALL MASSES FROM ST. JOHN’S CHURCH WILL BE LIVE-STREAMED  
See www.stjohns.ie or www.churchservices.tv/tralee 

ACCORD counsellors are very 
experienced in working with 
individuals and couples and 
offers counselling on a wide 
range of issues and difficulties 

that arise in relationships. Contact the Tralee 
Office on 066 7122280. 

PRAYER MEETING.   
ST. BRENDAN’S CHURCH CURRAHEEN,   

Wednesdays at 3pm.  
Followed by Tea/Coffee in the 
Community Hall afterwards.   

All Welcome. 

USED POSTAGE STAMPS  
in aid of the missions may be handed into St. 

John’s Parish Centre. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS ENVELOPES: 
(Christmas Dues) together with our Christmas 
Newsletter have been delivered to 
households.  These offerings pay the salaries 
of the Parish Clergy who thank parishioners 

for their support. Envelopes and the 
newsletter are also available in the 
churches and the Parish Centre.  

PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORJE 
Group Leader: Maura Harksen 
Spiritual Director: Fr. Francis Nolan 
11th September 2024 for 7 nights 
Return flights from Cork to Dubrovnik   
7 nights in Hotel Dubrovnik.  
Breakfast & Dinner each day. Full Religious 
Programme.  €879. per person 
sharing. Optional: Travel 
insurance and single 
supplement. Joe Walsh guides 
and representative throughout. 
For details & bookings contact: 
Maura  O’Keeffe Harcksen 
(Tralee) on 087 151 7696 or 066 
7127143 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS  
will be offered on Sunday 31st December at 
12.00 noon at the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, Rathass,  

by Fr. Bernard Healy CC.  
More info from LatinMassTralee@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATE:  
The Golden Jubilee of the  Kerry 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
with Assisted pilgrims will take 
place from Thursday 29th August 
to Tuesday 3rd September 
2024.  More Information to 
follow early in 2024.  

RECENT WEDDINGS:   
Congratulations to:  

Kilian Browne & Fiona Reidy 
Jonathan Regan & Deirdre Poff 

who married in St. John’s Parish 
recently. We pray that God will 

bless your marriage.  

BILL KIRBY MEMORIAL 4 MILE WALK  
in aid of Kerry Hospice. Gathering at the 

Brogue Inn on St. Stephen’s Day at 
11am and walk commencing at 
11.30am. Sponsorship Cards 
available from Michael Fox 
O’Connor 087 9833075.   
Donations accepted on the day.  

PIONEERS around the world are 
invited to attend Mass next 
Wednesday 27th December and to 
prayerfully mark the 125th 
anniversary of the foundation of 
the Association in 1898.  

Mass and prayers will be live-streamed on that 
day at 10am (Irish time) around the world 

via  www.pioneerassociation.org.   

NEWSLETTERS:  
Please take home the 

newsletter or leave 
them on the table at 

the back of the Church 
on the way out. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE 
WORD.  Will resume on Sunday 
January 7th and continue every 
Sunday during the 10.30am Mass 
in St. John’s Church. For children 
who have not yet received their 
First Holy Communion   

The Priests of the Parish wish 
you, your families and your 

friends God’s blessing  
and peace this Christmas  

ST JOHN’S PARISH CENTRE:  
Will re-open on Thursday   
December 28th  at 9.15am.  

WEEKDAY MASSES:   will be celebrated at 
10am and 6.10pm in St. John’s 
Church for the coming weeks.  
The 8.30am Mass will resume on 
Monday January 8th.    

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  
St John’s Church:  Side Chapel 

Fridays 10.30am to 6.10pm. 
FOR THE YEAR OF VOCATIONS  
Last Thursday of the month 

St John’s Church, 5pm to 6pm.  
St. Brendan’s Church, Curraheen:   

Mondays from 11am to 12 noon. 

mailto:stjohnscastlestreet@eircom.net
mailto:stjohnscastlestreet@eircom.net
http://www.pioneerassociation.org/


Bishop Ray’s Christmas Message 
Come let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

that he may teach us his ways 
so that we may walk in his paths; 

let us walk in the light of the Lord.   Is 2:1-5 
 
Dia dhiabh. Nollaig Shona dhiabh.  Christmas is a season of encouragement and hope. 
God, Creator and Lord of all creation, truly loves his creation. In Jesus God choose to be 
with us and to care for us, and to give hope to the whole human family. 
Christmas is a time to count our blessings and rejoice. I call to mind and give thanks for 
all that is good in all the communities and parishes of our diocese. Thank you to our 
clergy and religious and all in our parishes, thank you to all our school communities. 
Thank you to all the voluntary groups: in sport, in the arts, in social care, - so many 
wonderful things are happening everywhere. From the local media, radio, print and 
online, again and again we realize the wonderful number of voluntary bodies present in 
our communities. Long may it continue. Sincere thanks to all the volunteers involved. 
 
“Mary treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart” is a key sentence in 
the Gospel. It refers to Mary’s reaction to all the significant moments in Jesus’ life. 
Through the days of Christmas let us treasure and ponder the birth of Jesus, the new-
born child in the manger.  He is God, God who loves us, God who has come to be with us 
always. 
 
This year the cathedral crib in Killarney has brand-new scenery replacing the wooden 
stable that had come to the end of its lifespan. The ‘freshness of the new’ has caused 
many to see new aspects of that night in Bethlehem. May children especially love our 
new crib. 

 
• The crib scene has many people: shepherds, kings, a woman at the village well, and 

of course Mary and Joseph. How deep was the faith of each that first Christmas 
night?  How did they understand the excitement at the birth of Jesus?  Did they live 
to hear him preach when he began his public ministry? We, the people who will 
stand and gaze at the new cathedral crib, what of our faith, - our faith in Jesus 
Christ who is ‘with us always’? 

• Each year the crib scene speaks to what is happening in the world around us. The 
prophet Isaiah spoke of a ‘Son being born for us’ who would be ‘Mighty God and 
Prince of Peace’. Every day of Christmas let us each pray to Jesus Christ, the Prince 
of Peace, to bring peace where there is war, - the Ukraine, Israel-Palestine, Sudan 
and sadly so many other places. 

• Far from home for the census, Jesus was born to Mary and Joseph in a stable. 
Without any of the facilities of home, not even neighbours to help out! If that 
simplicity and poverty was the lot of the Holy Family as Jesus entered the 
world, surely, we his disciples, ought to have a simple Christmas, the basics 
with no excess or extravagance?  

• All his life Jesus lived for others, again and again he reached out to help and 
share with people in need. I firmly believe that what we give to the various 
charities who seek funds at Christmas time is money well spent. Give to 
charities, especially to Saint Vincent de Paul who do so much good work 
throughout the diocese. There are so many among us who through some 
misfortune or other find themselves in need this Christmas. Let us open our 
hearts to them, ‘In giving we receive’. 

• The Holy Family on Christmas night was far from home and without a bed. 
Then, out of fear of King Herod, they fled to Egypt where they remained until 
Herod died.  The situation is not that different for the refugees and migrants 
and the Ukrainians fleeing war who are with us in Ireland this Christmas. As a 
people, as individuals, let us welcome them, let us do what we can to support 
them.  

 
Put the crib scene, the birth of Jesus, at the centre of your Christmas. Let it remind 
you of how God ‘so loves the world’, and that all of us have so much to be grateful 
for. May God’s goodness to us inspire our goodness to others.               
Le gach dea-ghuí, í gcomhair na Nollag.  
Every Christmas blessing on all in our communities. 
 

Give Christ joyful welcome, love him and revere; 
cherish one another with a love sincere.  

 
Our Lady, Queen of Peace, pray for the whole world. 

+ Ray Browne  
Diocese of Kerry   
Christmas 2023 

 


