
            

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 Eugene O’Callaghan, Caherwesheen, 

Ballyard.  
 Marie Deasy, née King, 

Ashe Street and formerly of 
Ranelagh, Dublin.  

 Timothy O’Leary, Tobar 
Naofa and formerly of 
Mitchel’s Avenue.  

 Gerard O'Mahony, 
Monalee. 

 
who have died recently and all those whose 

anniversaries occur at this time.  

RECENT BAPTISMS:    
With great joy  we welcome:   

Emma Casey Horgan 
Jack Casey Horgan 
Ava Moriarty 
Robin O’Grady 

into our Christian Community. 

St. John’s Parish, Tralee 
25th December 2025        

The Nativity of Our Lord 
 

EMERGENCY CALLS: , will be covered by the priests of  
the Pastoral Area   (St. John’s, St. Brendan’s, Spa/Fenit). The priest on duty can be  

contacted on  087 2069656.  Priest on duty this Christmas:  Fr. Bernard Healy 
 

Office hours for the coming week:  
St John’s Parish Centre will re-open on Tuesday December 30th  

from 9.15am to 1pm and 2pm to 4.45pm. 
 

Telephone 066 7122522        E-mail office@stjohns.ie          
Website: www.stjohns.ie      Find us on Facebook:  @StJohnsTralee  

Celebration of the Eucharist 
Mass Times this  week  

St. John’s Church:  Friday: 10.00am and 6.10pm 
Saturday:  10.00am and 6.10pm 
Sunday: 9.00am (as Gaeilge), 10.30am and 12 noon.  

The Church of the Immaculate Conception:   
           Saturday: 7.00pm, Sunday: 10.00am.    
St. Brendan’s, Curraheen:  Saturday: 7.30pm, Sunday: 11.00am.  
Confessions:  are heard each Saturday,  from 12 noon to 1pm in  St. John’s Church.  In the event of a 

funeral they will be heard in the Parish Centre.  
 

ALL MASSES FROM ST. JOHN’S CHURCH WILL BE LIVE-STREAMED  
See www.stjohns.ie or www.churchservices.tv/tralee 

ACCORD counsellors are very 
experienced in working with 
individuals and couples and 
offers counselling on a wide 
range of issues and difficulties 

that arise in relationships. Contact the Tralee 
Office on 066 7122280. 

USED POSTAGE STAMPS  
in aid of the missions may be handed into St. 

John’s Parish Centre. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS ENVELOPES: 
(Christmas Dues) together with our Christmas 
Newsletter have been delivered to 
households.  These offerings pay the salaries 
of the Parish Clergy who thank parishioners 

for their support. Envelopes and the 
newsletter are also available in the 
churches and the Parish Centre.  

RADIÓ NA GAELTACHA. 
The 9am Mass, as 
Gaeilge,  in St. John’s 

Church on Sunday next December 28th will 
be recorded by Radió na Gaeltacha and 
broadcast at 11am that day.  

GOOD NEIGHBOURS: The 
Parish Pastoral Council ask that 
we look out for our  
neighbours who may need a 

drive to or from Mass at the weekends – 
please, take time to look, to ask and to offer, 
if you are able, to assist your neighbour in 
attending Mass in our parish churches. 

BILL KIRBY MEMORIAL 4 MILE WALK  
in aid of Kerry Hospice. Gathering at the 

Brogue Inn on St. Stephen’s Day at 
11am and walk commencing at 
11.30am. Sponsorship Cards 
available from Michael Fox 
O’Connor 087 9833075.   
Donations accepted on the day.  

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS  
will be offered on Sunday 4th of January 2026 

at 12.00 noon at the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception, Rathass, by Fr. 
Bernard Healy. More information from: 

LatinMassTralee@gmail.com  

NEWSLETTERS:  
Please take home the 

newsletter or leave 
them on the table at 

the back of the Church 
on the way out. 

The Clergy of the Parish and the 
Parish Pastoral Council wish 
you, your families and your 

friends God’s blessing  
and peace this Christmas  

ST JOHN’S PARISH CENTRE:  
will reopen at 9.15am on 

Tuesday December 30th. It will 
also be closed on Thursday 

January 1st.  

WEEKDAY MASSES:   will be celebrated at 
10am and 6.10pm in St. John’s 
Church for the coming week.  
The 8.30am Mass will resume on 
Monday January 5th.    

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  
In St. John’s Church will not take 
place on St. Stephen’s Day, Friday 
December 26th.  It will return to the 
usual Friday schedule, from 
10.30am to 6.10pm, on January 2nd.  

FOR YOUNG WOMEN (18 TO 
40YRS) who are discerning 
a Vocation to Religious/
Consecrated Life, monthly 
meetings are held in Charleville 
Retreat Centre, Cork. If you are 
interested in attending please 
email:   
womendiscern@corkandross.org 

CONFESSIONS:   
are heard each Saturday,  from 12 
noon to 1pm in  St. John’s Church.  
In the event of a funeral they will 

be heard in the Parish Centre. 

RELIGIOUS GOODS:   
Gifts, rosary beads, cards 
and statues are available to 
purchase in St. John’s Parish 
Centre, Monday to Saturday, 
9.15am to 1.00pm and 
2.00pm to 4.45pm.  

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE 
WORD Continues on Sundays at 
the 10.30am Mass in St. John’s 
Church for children who have 

not yet received their First Holy 
Communion. 

 
 

DONATE ONLINE  
To St. John’s Parish through 
our website or you can scan 
this QR Code which will take 
you to the donations page. 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 
PASTORAL LEADER co-ordinating, 
leading and supporting pastoral 
activities in your local area?  
For further information visit:  
www.dioceseofkerry.ie or email : 
diocesanpastoralcentre@dioceseofkerry.org 



Christmas Message   Diocese of Kerry 2025 

 
These lines from a religious poem in the Divine Office capture the 
meaning and the Spirit of our celebration of Christmas: 
 

Where true love is dwelling, God is dwelling there; 
Love’s own loving Presence, love does ever share. 

 
Give Him joyful welcome, love Him and revere; 

Cherish one another with a love sincere. 
 
A happy and a faith-centred Christmas to one and all, to all homes, all families and all 
people living alone. It is wonderful that Christmas in Ireland remains so family centered 
for most people: ‘Home for Christmas’, ‘Together for Christmas’. For homes and families 
all year-round every week can be pressurized and busy, Christmas is almost the only time 
most people are at home with their family, a few days to unwind and catch up, time to 
see the bigger picture of their lives and to count their blessings. I pray God’s blessing on 
every home in the diocese. 
 
If it has been a difficult year or if you are troubled today draw strength from the fact that 
Mary and Joseph relied on the innkeeper, and all he could provide was a stable, and 
their baby Jesus was born. What joy and happiness!      Everything does not have to be 
perfect for life to be fulfilling.  
 
A word of encouragement. Have time to turn to God over the Christmas days. Pause and 
gaze at the crib in the home, or at a simple crib-picture on a Christmas card. Visit the crib 
in local churches. Bring the children. Especially at the crib talk to children about the birth 
of Jesus, - and the love God the Father has for us all. Speak to children of the love of 
God, and of all of us putting our Hope in God. Join in the celebration of Mass. Proclaim 
Christ Jesus as your Hope as you enter the New Year. Share and nourish your own faith 
over the days of Christmas. 
 
This Christmas we have a new Pope, Leo XIV. We pray for him and for his shepherding of 
the church in the years ahead. Let us remember Pope Francis fondly. Recall the heroic 
effort he made on Easter Sunday to show the world his faith and joy in the Resurrection 
of Jesus, and how he died early the next morning.  
 
2023 was the 800th anniversary of St Francis having the first Christmas crib in Greccio, 
Italy. In his crib St Francis had live people and animals, - an event that is now seen as the 

beginning of the worldwide tradition of the crib, - a model of the stable with figures 
of all the people, animals and objects. At the start of Advent 2019, looking forward to 
2023 Pope Francis wrote an apostolic letter entitled, “The meaning and importance of 
the nativity scene”. 
 
What follows are two paragraphs, from the middle and the end of Pope Francis’ 
letter, two paragraphs that can help us reflect and pray about the birth of Jesus, 
Emmanuel, God with us. 
__________________________________ 
“Why does the Christmas crib arouse such wonder and move us so deeply? First, 
because it shows God’s tender love: the Creator of the universe lowered himself to 
take up our littleness. The gift of life, in all its mystery, becomes all the more 
wondrous as we realize that the Son of Mary is the source and sustenance of all life.  

In Jesus, the Father has given us a brother who comes to seek us out whenever we are 
confused or lost, a loyal friend ever at our side. He gave us his Son who forgives us 
and frees us from our sins.” 
_____________________________________ 
“Dear brothers and sisters, the Christmas crib is part of the precious yet demanding 
process of passing on the faith. Beginning in childhood, and at every stage of our lives, 
it teaches us: 

• to contemplate Jesus,  
• to experience God’s love for us,  
• to feel and believe that God is with us  
• and that we are with him, his children, brothers and sisters all, thanks to that 

Child who is the Son of God and the Son of the Virgin Mary.  
• And to realize that in that knowledge we find true happiness.  

Like Saint Francis, may we open our hearts to this simple grace, so that from our 
wonderment a humble prayer may arise: a prayer of thanksgiving to God, who wished 
to share with us his all, and thus never to leave us on our own.” 

_______________________________________ 
Le gach dea-ghuí, í gcomhair na Nollag.  
Every Christmas blessing on all in our communities. 

 
May your love be upon us O’ Lord 

As we place all our Hope in you. (Ps 33:22) 

Our Lady, Queen of Peace, pray for the whole world. 

+ Ray Browne  
Diocese of Kerry   
Christmas 2025 


